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A cheery welcome to each one 
this December morn.

With our Christmas concert next 
Sunday night (Dec. 11), we are re-
minded of the first Christmas and how 
angels proclaimed the Messiah’s birth, 
and shepherds hurried to worship the 
newborn King. What an exciting and 
joyful season this is, as we celebrate 
God’s unspeakable gift—the gift of 
our salvation.

We rejoice in God’s great love 
for us. A love so great He sent His be-
loved son to earth, born in an obscure 
village in the Middle East, wrapped 
in swaddling clothes some 2000 years 
ago.

This Savior, who came to earth 
as a baby, grew in wisdom and stature 
and then gave the ultimate sacrifice to 
provide forgiveness for our sins.

Like the shepherds and wise men 
who sought Jesus at His birth, may we 
clear our minds of all earthly distrac-
tions and come humbly in worship 
and adoration of the ever-living Mes-
siah, King Jesus.

Spiritual Victory
God’s desire for His children is 

for each one to walk in holiness. How-
ever, our enemy does not want us to 
experience daily spiritual victory and 
knows where to aim his fiery darts.

Perhaps the greatest obstacle to 

daily victory over sin is the secret sin 
in our lives. We justify our bosom 
sins, keep them hidden and secretly 
feed them.

Hidden sins drain us physically 
and emotionally. They destroy our 
witness, ruin our relationships and 
wound us spiritually. On top of all 
that, Scripture says that we must deal 
with our sin before God hears our 
prayers.

There is only one way to deal 
with our secret sin and that is to at-
tack it full force. This is warfare. The 
moment the sinful thought or desire 
enters the heart or mind, we must give 
it the ax. When we sincerely ask for 
God’s help, He will deliver us. 

Glowing Embers
A glowing ember removed from 

the fire, first cools and in a short while 
goes out. As God’s embers, “let us 
consider how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds, not forsaking 
our own assembling together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one 
another; and all the more as you see 
the day drawing near” (Heb. 10:24, 25).



4  • Heartbeat

Supernatural Conception 
& Virgin Birth by Gil Rugh

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was as follows: when His mother 
Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together 
she was found to be with child by 
the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 1:18).

Today, we would say Mary and 
Joseph were engaged, although our 
word engaged is not strong enough 
to describe the relationship and 
responsibilities of a Jewish couple 
during their betrothal.

For Jews anticipating mar-
riage, a preliminary arrangement 
was usually made by the parents. 
That arrangement could be made 
when the future couple were still 
children. When they reached adult-
hood, a betrothal took place. At 
that time the man and woman were 
bound in a marriage agreement. 
This agreement was so binding 
that the two were called husband 
and wife from that point on. The 
agreement could only be broken by 
a bill of divorce, and if the husband 
died, the wife was called a widow. 

Although the union was as 
binding as a marriage, it did not al-
low for all of the privileges of mar-
riage, such as sexual union. The 
betrothal period lasted for one year 
and was a waiting period during 
which both individuals continued 
to live at home with their parents. 
One of the purposes for this wait-

ing period was to demonstrate the 
purity of the bride-to-be. 

Joseph and Mary entered into 
betrothal but during this waiting 
period, Mary was discovered to 
be pregnant. We cannot appreciate 
the full impact this would have had 
on Joseph. He had entered into an 
agreement of marriage with the 
one he loved, and during the wait-
ing time it was discovered that she 
was pregnant.

When Joseph learned that 
Mary was pregnant, he did not 
know the supernatural circum-
stances surrounding the concep-
tion. The situation would have 
been very difficult for both of 
them. Even if Mary told Joseph the 
truth, it would have been rather 
awkward. “Joseph, I am pregnant 
but this is the result of a miracu-
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lous conception; this is going to be 
a virgin birth.” As much as Joseph 
may have wanted to trust Mary, 
the story would have been difficult 
to believe.

“And Joseph her husband, 
being a righteous man and not 
wanting to disgrace her, planned 
to send her away secretly” (v. 19). 
Scripture does not reveal very 
much about Joseph, but this is a 
good testimony of his character. 
We are told that he was a righteous 
man; the same description is used 
of Job in the Old Testament.

Joseph had two options: he 
could make a public issue of 
Mary’s condition and disgrace her 
in a public divorce, or he could 
“send her away secretly”—an 
expression that refers to a private 
divorce. Joseph decided to divorce 
her, but to do it secretly and not 
make a public display of it, even 
though he had the right to do so.

We can assume from his ac-
tions that he had a strong attach-
ment to Mary. This was surely 
a tremendous burden to Joseph; 
he wanted to handle the situation 
as discreetly as possible to avoid 
making a show of Mary.

After Joseph mulled the op-
tions over and reached his deci-
sion, the Lord intervened. “But 
when he had considered this, 
behold, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream” (v. 20). 
Though we are not told in Scrip-
ture, this angel could have been 

Gabriel. In Luke’s account, Gabriel 
announced the births of both John 
the Baptist and Jesus.

The angel addressed him, “Jo-
seph, son of David” (v. 20). This is 
a reminder that Joseph was in the 
line of royalty. The angel con-
tinued: “Do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife; for the Child 
who has been conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit” (v. 20). That 
statement declares in a concise 
way that this birth was by an act of 
the Spirit of God in the womb of a 
virgin.

This occurrence may raise 
many questions in our minds, but 
we don’t need to understand all the 
details. The Holy Spirit acted in 
the womb of Mary in such a way 
as to bring about a supernatural 
conception. In effect, the father 
of Jesus Christ is God, the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus was born of a physical 
mother, Mary, but conceived by 
the Holy Spirit of God.

Salvation is found only in God 
Himself as the God-man, Jesus 
Christ. That is why the virgin birth 
is so important: the Savior had 
to be born of both God and man. 
Christ is the Savior—God in the 
flesh. We can have salvation only 
by turning to Him and believing 
He died for us. Salvation is not 
found in a church or in religious 
rites like circumcision, baptism, 
confirmation or communion. It is 
not found in church membership or 
good works. It is found only in the 
Person of Jesus Christ Himself.
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New Wheel Chair Station Open
The new wheel chair station, lo-

cated at the back of the Deaf section, 
is ready for service.  According to 
Maintenance Director, Kevin Wheat, 
only the staining of the wood railing 
remains to be completed.

Construction of the new station 
took a team effort. Kevin Wheat, 
Jerry Andrews, Gerry Pool, and Zach 
Wheat removed the old concrete.

New concrete was poured to 

form a flat surface and wheel chair 
ramp. Carpet was put down, chairs 
in front of the station were put back, 
and voila!—a new station for anyone 
in a wheel chair is now open in the 
auditorium.
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Baby Shower & Tea Party
The Sparks’ girls love their 

Awana leaders. Since one of their 
leaders, Tami Coffin, was ex-
pecting a baby, the kindergarten 
through second grade girls decided 
to have a baby shower and tea 
party in her honor. The girls and 
their leaders enjoyed planning and 
preparing for this special night.

Tami Coffin opens baby shower 
gifts from kindergarten through 
second grade girls.

On Wednesday, September 28, 
the girls skipped Awana game time 
and met in the “tea room” with 
Tami to show her their love and 
appreciation. Tami had fun un-
wrapping their gifts and the girls 
enjoyed seeing the various baby 
gifts and and loving each other.

Girls enjoy fellowship at the baby 
shower and tea party.

Everyone enjoyed the tea, 
which was accompanied by little 
sandwiches, pastries, fruit and 
dessert. Even though the schedule 
was a little different that night, all 
the girls managed to get their Bible 
verse menorization done.

Tami and Gordie’s little gift 
from God arrived on October 7, 
2016. His name is Lane Mykel 
Coffin. 



8  • Heartbeat



Heartbeat • 9

Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Matthew
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Topical Study
Team Taught 
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 John
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Topical Study
Team Taught
Rooms 2211

Common Bonds
Studying John
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Bible Fellowship Hour
HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying First Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Matthew
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mys-
tery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Prime Time (60+ retired)
Studying Jonah
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 483-4541, 
visit the class, or stop by 
the information center 
in the south lobby.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“But when the fullness of the time came, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 
so that He might redeem those who were under the 
Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” 
(Galatians 4:4).
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Family News. 
Death. Lonnie Jernigan, husband 
of Candy, died November 30, 2016.
Hospitalized. Lana Pietzk is a 
patient at St. Elizabeth Hospital.
Hospitalized. Lucas Friendt  is a 
patient at Bryan East.
Thank You. We would like to 
thank the Food Service Committee 
and our small group Bible study 
for the great food delivered to 
our home after Sondra’s surgery. 
Thanks for all the prayers, visits, 
and a special thanks to Pastors 
Eddie and Aaron for your hospital 
visits and prayers. To God be the 
glory!—Sondra & Jeff Hermanson

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children stud-
ied James 3:1-12 and learned about 
the tongue.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Matthew 26  and learned 
about how the Jews responded to 
Jesus. The lesson goal is to see that 
when we deny Jesus with sinful 
attitudes and actions we can still 
respond rightly to Him.

Information
Offering Envelopes.  Next year’s 
offering envelopes will be avail-
able for pick up on December 11.  
Offering envelopes provide an 
excellent method to instruct the 

church of your giving and you will 
also receive a year end statement 
to use for filing your tax return.  If 
you don’t have an offering enve-
lope you can have one issued to 
you at Sound Words.
Tax Savers. Non-cash gifts such 
as stocks, mutual funds, grain 
commodities, and IRA distribu-
tions provide excellent tax saving 
methods. Be sure to allow suf-
ficient time to make the necessary 
transfer complete. Some of these 
types allow you to both avoid 
capital gain taxes and use the full 
value for a tax deduction. Contact 
Carroll Lavalleur if you need any 
assistance.
Titus Tuesday Ladies. We will 
not meet again until January, 2017. 
Enjoy the break over the holidays 
and this special time with your 
loved ones. 
Holy Spirit Study. Join Larry 
Riekenberg on Wednesday at 7 
p.m. as he looks into how the Spirit 
of God is presented in Scripture 
and how He works in our lives 
to give us security, comfort and 
power. Meet in room 1417. All are 
welcome.
Nursery Workers are needed for 
the second hour. Please contact 
Jennifer Lenzen, 402-435-0877, if 
interested.
Nursery Workers are needed Sun-
day morning during the Sunday 
school hour. Call Stephanie Dowd-
ing, 402-416-9868.
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Last Week’s Message
Nov. 27 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 1985. 
Consider Your First Love. Revela-
tion 2:2-7
Nov. 27 PM. Duane Nelsen. DN 8. 
The Sealing of the Spirit. Ephe-
sians 1:13-14

Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Worship Service Online. If you 
are unable to attend church on 
Sunday and would like to worship 
with us through the internet, log 
on to www.ihcc.org and click on 
Resources at the top of the page. 
Then, click on Live Stream. The 
services start at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hos-
pitalizations and births.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
Weather Alert. If you are wonder-
ing if the church will be open or 
closed due to the weather, check 
www.ihcc.org.
Lending Library. Fall and win-
ter are great times to introduce 
your kids to the church Lending 
Library. We have all kinds of 
books for both children and adults. 
Consider making this a “reading 
fall/winter.”
Welcome Bags are available for 
first time visitors. If you brought a 
visitor today, be sure to visit the in-
formation center with them so they 
will receive their Welcome Bag.

Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Duane Nelsen 
at 402-483-4541.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.
Learning New Songs. Would you 
like to learn the upcoming songs 
we sing each Sunday during the 
week? Visit our church Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Indian-
HillsCommunityChurch) and see 
the corresponding post or write 
these links down and visit these 
pages each week. On each page, 
click on the “Youtube” button to 
hear the song.
Sunday Morning Services Page:  
tiny.cc/sundayam
Sunday Evening Services Page:  
tiny.cc/sundaypm
Prayer Request. Please be praying 
for the upcoming adult Christmas 
concert and the children’s Christ-
mas program. Pray that God will 
work in the hearts of those attend-
ing.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Sunday Night Church 6 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6 p.m.
Boys of Faith 6 p.m.

Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

Monday
No Sisters 7 p.m.

Tuesday
No Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.

[Brunch Break] Intermission 6:30 p.m.
Mansion Builders 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5 p.m.
Orchestra 6 p.m. 
Awana 6:45 p.m.

Junior High 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7 p.m.

No Issues . . .World 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night Study 7 p.m.

Mansion Builders 7 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.

Future Events
December 11

Adult Christmas Concert 6 p.m.

December 13
Building Closes at 3 p.m.

December 18
Children’s Christmas Concert 6 p.m.

December 24
Christmas Eve Service 6 p.m. 

Communion

December 25
Morning Worship 10 a.m.

No Sunday School 
No Sunday Night Church
(Building Closes at Noon)

December 26
Building Closed

December 31
Building Closes at 3 p.m.

January 1
Morning Worship 10 a.m.

No Sunday School 
No Sunday Night Church
(Building Closes at Noon)

January 2
Building Closed

Heartbeat
Dec. 4, 2016 • Vol. 24, No. 48

Editor: Gale Engle
Publisher: John Scholle

Heartbeat is published each week 
by Indian Hills Community Church 
for distribution on Sunday morning.

Submission deadline is 10 a.m. 
Wednesday.

Copies of previous editions may be 
found in the acrylic holders in the 
north and south lobbies. www.ihcc.org


